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The Product Liability Directive – 
implementation in selected EU member states 
 

10 November 2026 

The Directive (EU) 2024/2853 on liability for defective products (PLD) is a 
gamechanger for manufacturers, importers, distributors and other service 
providers. To bring the PLD up to speed with the digital age, circular  
economy business models and global value chains, the directive inter alia 
provides for (i) a significant extension of the scope of covered economic 
actors, products and damages, (ii) new presumptions for the defect and/or 
causality, (iii) disclosure rights, (iv) changes to the liability exemptions, and 
(v) longer expiry periods in case of latent damages (read more in our 
detailed client alert). 

Member states have to implement the directive into national legislation by 
9 December 2026. In this overview, we keep track of the implementation in 
selected EU member states of key relevance.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202402853
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Belgium 

Status Next steps and timing Legislative documents Description 

On 16 October 2026, the draft 

bill aimed at transposing the 

PLD was submitted to the 

Belgian House of 

Representatives. 

The draft has been submitted 

to the Chamber of 

Representatives, and the 

parliamentary process is now 

underway, with discussions in 

committee having started on 

21 October 2026. This will be 

followed by parliamentary 

debate and adoption, and then 

publication in the Belgian 

Official Gazette and entry into 

force.  

At this stage, there is no 

indication that Belgium will not 

meet the 9 December 2026 

transposition deadline. 

Draft Bill amending the 

provisions of the Civil Code 

relating to liability for defective 

products and inserting Article 

877/1 into the Judicial Code 

The draft bill largely mirrors the PLD, consistent with its 

maximum-harmonisation character, but includes several notable 

implementation choices, including a new evidence disclosure 

regime to be inserted in the Judicial Code. 

France 

Status Next steps and timing Legislative documents Description 

On 20 February 2026, the 

Paris Bar Council issued a 

report in response to a 

consultation from the 

Directorate of Civil and Seal 

Affairs, which is part of the 

French Ministry of Justice. 

N/A N/A N/A 

https://www.lachambre.be/doc/flwb/pdf/56/1784/56k1784001.pdf#search=%22produits%20d%C3%A9fectueux%20%2056k%20%3Cin%3E%20keywords%22
https://www.lachambre.be/doc/flwb/pdf/56/1784/56k1784001.pdf#search=%22produits%20d%C3%A9fectueux%20%2056k%20%3Cin%3E%20keywords%22
https://www.lachambre.be/doc/flwb/pdf/56/1784/56k1784001.pdf#search=%22produits%20d%C3%A9fectueux%20%2056k%20%3Cin%3E%20keywords%22
https://www.lachambre.be/doc/flwb/pdf/56/1784/56k1784001.pdf#search=%22produits%20d%C3%A9fectueux%20%2056k%20%3Cin%3E%20keywords%22
https://www.lachambre.be/doc/flwb/pdf/56/1784/56k1784001.pdf#search=%22produits%20d%C3%A9fectueux%20%2056k%20%3Cin%3E%20keywords%22
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The consultation concerned a 

draft text that proposes 

amendments to Articles 1245 

to 1245-17. This draft text is 

not attached to the published 

report.  

Germany 

Status Next steps and timing Legislative documents Description 

On 8 October 2026, the 

Bundestag adopted the 

implementation act. Following 

the Bundesrat’s confirmation 

that it will not raise objections 

on 16 October 2026, the 

implementation act has been 

published in the Official 

Gazette on 27 October 2026. 

The new provisions will enter 

into force on 9 December 

2026. 

Publication in the Official 

Gazette 

The PLD has been transposed one-to-one by way of a complete 

overhaul of the Product Liability Act. For German law, the new 

disclosure obligations as well as the alleviations of the burden of 

proof (presumptions for the defect and/or causality) are 

particularly challenging (read more in our blog post on the initial 

draft). 

Italy 

Status Next steps and timing Legislative documents Description 

On 28 October 2026, the 

Council of Ministers approved 

the draft legislative decree 

transposing the PLD. 

The final text is awaiting 

publication in the Official 

Gazette. The provisions will 

apply from 9 December 2026. 

Draft Legislative Decree (A.S. 

434)  

The draft legislative decree introduces amendments to the 

Consumer Code (Legislative Decree No. 206 of 6 September 

2005), adapting it to products of the digital age, new business 

models and global supply chains. Liability for defective products 

is extended to software, digital manufacturing files and digital 

services integrated into, or interconnected with, the product. 

 

 

https://www.recht.bund.de/bgbl/1/2026/321/VO?ct=1794231442654
https://www.recht.bund.de/bgbl/1/2026/321/VO?ct=1794231442654
https://www.linklaters.com/insights/blogs/productliabilitylinks/2025/september/implementation-of-the-eu-product-liability-directive
https://www.senato.it/service/PDF/PDFServer/BGT/1518840.pdf
https://www.senato.it/service/PDF/PDFServer/BGT/1518840.pdf
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Luxembourg 

Status Next steps and timing Legislative documents Description 

No implementation steps 

initiated. 

N/A N/A N/A 

The Netherlands 

Status Next steps and timing Legislative documents Description 

The Council of State issued a 

positive opinion on 3 De-

cember 2025 upon referral of 

the draft bill on 15 October 

2025. Following written 

parliamentary scrutiny, the 

committee report was 

published on 15 April 2026 

and the memorandum in 

response was published on 

3 September 2026.  

The House of Representatives 

adopted the bill as a non-

controversial item on 

15 October 2026. Following a 

report without comments 

issued by the Senate 

Committee for Justice and 

Security on 3 November 2026, 

the Senate adopted the bill as 

a non-controversial item on 

10 November 2026. 

The transposition deadline is 

9 December 2026. With 

parliamentary consideration 

now complete, timely 

transposition remains 

achievable, although 

promulgation and entry into 

force remain to be confirmed. 

The date of entry into force will 

be determined by Royal 

Decree. 

Legislative Proposal  

Explanatory Memorandum 

Advisory Opinion  

Report without comments 

Latest Senate report 

 

The bill follows a strict transposition approach, without gold-

plating, introducing only the changes necessary to implement the 

PLD and choosing the implementation method that imposes the 

least burden on businesses. The PLD provides for full 

harmonisation, subject to its express exceptions. The 

Netherlands retains the development risk defence and does not 

exercise the option under Article 18 PLD to derogate from it. 

https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/kst-36906-2.html
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/kst-36906-2.html
https://www.raadvanstate.nl/adviezen/@154223/w16-25-00298-ii/
https://www.eerstekamer.nl/behandeling/20261103/blanco_verslag/document3/f=/vn2cev74mtdq.pdf
https://www.eerstekamer.nl/wetsvoorstel/36906_implementatiewet_richtlijn
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Portugal 

Status Next steps and timing Legislative documents Description 

No implementation steps 

initiated. 

N/A N/A N/A 

Spain 

Status Next steps and timing Legislative documents Description 

No implementation steps 

initiated. 

N/A N/A N/A 
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